
Does	  God	  Ever	  Condone	  a	  Marriage	  After	  Divorce?	  
	  
Deut	  5:32-‐	  So	  be	  careful	  to	  do	  what	  the	  LORD	  your	  God	  has	  commanded	  you;	  do	  not	  turn	  aside	  to	  the	  
right	  or	  to	  the	  left.	  
 The Bible implies that it  is just as wrong to be stricter than the Bible as it is to be looser 
than the Bible.  
 Some people say that divorce and remarriage afterwards are always wrong. The Bible 
teaches that there are two "exception clauses" that allow for divorce. I will show that a ground 
for divorce also means that it is a ground for remarriage. 
 
I. Desertion can be a ground for divorce. 1 Cor. 7:12-16 
When the Gospel first came to Corinth, there were marriages where only one spouse became a 
believer. That meant the other was still a pagan, observing pagan practices in their home. Can 
you imagine how a Christian wife would feel if her husband insisted that idols remain in the 
house and pagan ceremonies continue? Paul had been asked a sincere question (see 7:1). Does 
leaving paganism mean that I also need to leave a pagan spouse? The answer he gave was that 
Christians were to stay  and bring a "sanctifying influence" on their home, especially for their 
children. There might be a chance to win that lost spouse to Christ.  
 However, if the pagan spouse left, deserted her or him, that Christian was no longer 
"under bondage." 7:15 
 From this passage, evangelicals have considered "desertion to be a ground for divorce.  
 This phrase "under bondage" is used again in 7:39. A woman is "bound" to her husband 
as long as he lives. But if he dies, she is no longer under bondage, she has liberty to remarry. Not 
being bound equals being allowed to remarry. Therefore a ground for divorce since it removes 
bondage is also a ground for remarriage.  
 
II. Adultery can be a ground for divorce. Matthew 19:3-9 
 The Pharisees were trying to involve Jesus in a hot controversy of that day. There were 
two basic schools of rabbinical thought: The school of Shammai and the school of Hillel. "(Hillel 
was the grandfather of Gamaliel, under whom Paul studied.) They disagreed on what was meant 
by the term "uncleanness" in Deut. 24:1- "If a man finds "uncleanness" in his wife, he can 
divorce her." Shammai said "uncleanness" means sexual immorality. Hillel defined 
"uncleanness" as anything that displeases a husband." He gave as an example: "If your wife 
burns your supper, that is a ground for divorce." You can see how that would be interpreted as 
"for any reason" verse 3.  
 Jesus turned the tables on them. They were actually asking the wrong question. Instead of 
asking: "Give us the reasons for divorce." Jesus went back to God's original ideal and gave them 
a strong reason to stay together. God's ideal was that no marriage should ever end in divorce. 
Every divorce is a "falling short" of God's ideal. We often ask the wrong questions: "How far can 



I go and not cross the line into sin?" Instead we ought to be asking, "How close can I get to 
Jesus?" 
 They then asked why Moses allowed divorce to happen at all. Jesus' answer gives an 
insight into why God allowed divorce: "Moses because of the hardness of your heart permitted 
you to divorce."  
 Remember that the book of Deuteronomy was not just religious law. It was the law of a 
nation. God knew that in the million or more that left Egypt to go to Canaan to form a new 
nation there would be a mixed multitude: good and bad people, godly and ungodly people. 
Because of our sin nature, God allowed for divorce because God knows how hard it can be for 
some because of sin. 
 I read an article in Moody Monthly in the 1980's that made me think. The author wrote 
the article to be read by Christian's like myself. I have been blessed for over 37 years to be 
married to a wonderful, unselfish, loving Christian woman. The author said people like me have 
no idea how hard it can be out there. I have never had to be in the shoes of a woman who is 
constantly wondering, "Who is coming home tonight? My nice sober husband or my mean drunk 
husband?" I have never had to live with the constant doubt wondering if my wife has been 
cheating on me again. God knew that sinners can create a situation that is full of hardness in a 
marriage and for that reason allowed for divorce, though that was never God's intention.  
 (Someone asked me if I included physical abuse in the list of grounds for divorce. I 
would never tell someone to stay in an unsafe marriage! I consider this to be something covered 
by the "hardness clause.) 
 After all of this reasoning, Jesus does not avoid the original question. How do you 
interpret "uncleanness?" Was Shammai right or Hillel? Jesus sides with Shammai and defines 
uncleanness as sexual immorality. 
 Note: Just because adultery is a ground for divorce, this does not mean you have to 
divorce. I have known of many marriages where the guilty pardon was truly repentant and 
willing to earn their spouse's trust where adultery has been overcome and a marriage has been 
healed.   
 
 So now we find two grounds for divorce. A ground for divorce is also a ground for 
remarriage. God does not say to the faithful spouse after the unfaithful spouse has committed 
adultery and left them, "Your punishment for being faithful is that you have to spend the rest of 
your life alone."  
 
Divorce is a sin, but it is not the unpardonable sin. God's grace is found throughout the Bible 
being given to sinners who have blown it! 
 
Further Rabbit: Should a divorced and remarried person return to his first wife in order to 
be right with God? Some teach that the only marriage God recognizes is the first marriage. All 
others are no more than adultery. I have heard of well intentioned Christians urging new 



Christians to leave their current wife and the children they shared to go and try to convince an 
old wife to be remarried even though she now has children with someone else!  
 John 4 is an interesting story that has light for this point. Jesus spoke with the woman at 
the well and confronted her about her moral life. He pointed out that she was currently living 
with a man to whom she was not married. But he also recognized that she had been married five 
previous times. Jesus differentiated between living together and being married, even multiple 
times.  


